HIRRAKEE 


March 1985 Vol.6 No.2 


Registered by Australia Post. Publication No. VBH4462 


a deed 


aL 


~ sumgly 


Pee 


SS PT 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE BENDIGO 
FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


WHIRRAKEE: VOL: 6 NOW 2 eR 0 MARCH 1985 ~  * 
Monthy: Newsletter of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. 

Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) 
which is virtually endemic to the Bendigo Region. 


CONT ENT S Ph AUL HOR PAGE 


Editors Page. 2 
They call the island "Maria". C.Bunn and RJones 3-4 
A Striking Occurrence. Barbara Salter 4 
Ironbarks of the Whipstick. Bins y7:y sae 5 
The Bar-tailed Godwit, Limosa lapponica, John Berry 6 

a new bird for the Bendigo Sewerage Farm. 

Bird Notes and Observations for Jan/Feb.1985. Bird Observers Group 7 
Note on the Plumed Whistling Duck. ‘ Jack Ipsen Tove 
Easter Camp Notice. _ | 8 
Committee Report 27/2/1985. 8 
A.C:F. Information Sheet on National 9-10 
~“Woodchipping campaign. 
“Information Page. 

Diary. 

COVER PHOTO ; 

Ironbark (Eucalyptus Br ceronion) Aes ee at De ae eres Road 

bay deat Lindner. . 

Cover design: Graham Hill. Cover printed by Bendigo Modern Press. 
Typing by Diane Hill. Duplicating by Tom Patullo. 


Deadline for next issue is March 20th for euiatealets and March 27th 
for notices. fos 

(Typed contributions are preferred, but if aie. is not eoesihiet then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing. ) 
Articles from Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be Sova 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and Sie leaks EIN ‘given to NS 
author and the club. = 
All back numbers except ‘Vol. 3(10) are available, ata cost of 50 cents x 
each. Complete sets of Vols. 1, 2, and 4 can be supplied at a cost of 
$5.00 per volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices. ) 


2. 
- EDITORS PAGE - 


The Ironbark (Eucalyptus sideroxylon) is arguably Bendigo's most distinctive 
eucalypt. Much of what is now urban Bendigo was originally ironbark forest, 
or box-ironbark forest dominated by ironbark. Ironbark Gully and the suburb 
of Ironbark take their name from being part of a dense ironbark forest, the 
haunt of bushrangers, in the. earliest days of. alluvial mining,. although this 
forest was soon. to all but disappear under the onslaught of alluvial and» 
reef miners. The following ccntemporany description of Bendigo as’ it was seen 
in May 1852 was written by one of the early Gold Commissioners, and was 
quoted by W.E.Adcock in his book "The Gold Rushes of the Fifties" published 
in 1912 (p.77):- She Oe 


"We reached Bendigo at the head of Golden Gully. The place was éven then 
changing like magic. Golden, Kangaroo, Ironbark, : and Long’ Gullies. were 
being vigorously worked,’and the diggings gave a queer tinge of colour to 
the natural beauty of ‘the valley. The ranges and banks of the gullies were 
covered with ironbark timber, the flats with a box forest, the park: like 
trees beautiful in shape and foliage. Down on the flats were towering red 
gums, and lower still, a border of golden wattle. Through this wide prospect 
the workings showed only in streaks of yellow and brown ochre, or brown 
sienna, that were a pleasant contrast with the forest green." ty: 


Ten years later, there was barely a tree standing within a nearly tén milds © 
radius of Bendigo. Now, one has to travel to unmined areas like Toolleen to 
see what a really mature ironbark should look like, although the Rodgers 
Tree referred to by Bill Perry in his article on page 5 has grown to a.” 
considerable size, apparently due to proximity to the nearby water-race., | 


Having received two articles relating to ironbarks, and having no other dover- 
picture to hand, it was decided to feature the ironbark on this month's cover, 
and perhaps stimulate further interest in this tree. For example, can any 
reader throw any light on the origins of the pink flowered ironbarks planted i 
Bendigo streets? Peter Ellis tells me that Redvers Eddy told him that the 
seed came from South Australia, but this could only have been from nursery 
development, as E. sideroxylon is not native to that state. There isa variety 
with very deep reddish pink flowers from N.S.W., called "Fawcett's Pink't; 
Peter knows of only one street ironbark, in Grattan St., which:might qualify 
for this name. Ernest Lord's book talks of a variety called 'Pallens' which 
he describes as having greyish leaves and consistently. pink flowers, nia 
supposedly. from Victoria and South Australia. This may be the cultivated . 
variety referred to above, but begs the question of its true origins. The 
pinkest naturally occurring ironbark, which I have seen in this.region are 
some near Toolleen. It is possible that the street tree plantings came from 
some nearly local. source such as this, but if-anyone has some definate 
information, it would be interesting to know. I would also like to know the. 
secret of Lord's "consistently pink". I bought two. specimens of Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon "rosea" from Austraflora ll.years ago. One is quite white in 
flower, and the other has a faint suggestion of pink! Seed gathered from 
pink flowered trees obviously does not necessarily give pink flowered progeny. 
but maybe some have a much higher success. rate? 2 

kee eke ke eee SS 
I am in need of more articles and short notes for Whirrakee. Unless there 
is an increase in supply of material, I am going to have to inflict some 
more of my own offerings on you to fill up blank spaces. However, I am 
really in need of a good variety of articles and notes. The sub-groups 
of the club should be generating more reports than they are, with the very 
worthy exception of the Bird Group, who have been consistent suppliers of 
reports and articles. So, how about it, Group Convenors/Secretaries? 


Eric Wilkinson, Hon.Editor. 


THEY CALL THE ISLAND "MARTA" 


by Christopher Bunn and Robert Jones 


These notes were written somewhere between Hobart and Melbourne ina 

TAA jet. Our aim was to help our Editor find material for the newsletter 
and also to recommend Maria Island to all Whirrakee readers. Maria Island, 
is an interesting and intriguing place and everyone visiting Tasmania — 
-should endeavour to include it on their itinerary. 


Maria. Island lies 15 km off the east coast of Tasmania. It is 20 km long . 
and 13 km across at its widest part. It consists of two well defined _ _ 
islands joined by a narrow isthmus. The north island is dominated by a 
central. ridge of high ground, with the peaks of Bishop and Clark and Mt. - 
Maria prominent. Areas sine? 


The island was first sighted by Abel Tasman in 1642. He named it "Maria" 

in honour of the wife of Anthony Van Diemen, the then Governor-in-Chief . 

of the Dutch East India Company. In the early nineteenth century the island 
was used by whalers and sealers, and it is believed that during this period 
the aborigines disappeared. The island has had four major periods of 
European settlement. The first two were of convict usage, while the latter 
two were industrial. From the end of the cenvict eras until the 1960's, 
Maria Island was also used fer farming and grazing. Maria Island was 
declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1971 and proclaimed a National. Park in 1972. 


We visited the island in January for four days whilst attending a Wildlife 
Diseases Conference. The diversity of the vegetation, the historical : 
buildings and the birdlife (ten of Tasmania's eleven endemic speciés occur 
on the island) captivated us. 4s ; 


. Flora 


A covering of light open forest occupies most of the island. The predominant 
species are.eucalypts, mainly blue gum (Eucalyptus globulus), stringy bark 
(E, obliqua), and white peppermint (E. viminalis). The understorey on. the. 
drier. western half of the island includes prickly box (Bursaria spinosa) ,. 
she oak (Casuarina stricta), silver wattle (Acacia dealbata), black wattle 


(A, mearnsii) and native cherry (Exocarpus cupressiformis). ae 


There are also a number of small habitats including coastal heath, fern — 
gullies, wet sclerophyll forest and on the slopes of Mt. Maria, a small 
pocket of rain forest. Ae Oke ge 
Birdlife 
We recorded 45 species out of the 129 reported in a recent ernithological 
survey. We saw the Yellew throeted Honeyeater (Meliphaga flavicollis), . 
Black-headed Honeyeater (Melithreptus affinis), Strong-billed Honeyeater (M. 
‘yalidirostris), Yellow Wattlebird (Anthochaera paradoxa), Tasmanian. =: 
Thornbill (Acanthiza ewingi), Dusky Robin (Petroica vittata), Black Currawong 
(Strepera fuliginosa), Tasmanian Native-hen (Gallinula mortierii) and. 
Green Rosella Geo caledonicus). Other rare birds reported on. the 
: island include the Forty-spotted Pardalote (Pardalotus quadragintus), ~~ 
White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) and Peregrine Falcon 

(Falco peregrinus). We did see a black haze shoot across the sky and eur 
Ranger guide identified it as a Peregrine Falcon. Cape Barren geese «= +". © 
(Cereopsis novae-hollandiae) and native hens were everywhere around the’ - 
Campsite and sleeping huts. The native hens had young chicks but the young 
of the Cape Barren geese were as large as their parents and we had great 
difficulty in capturing two of the immatures in order to band them. = 


ney 


hu, 
THEY CALUSIEE ISLAND "MARIA" continued 


Mammals 


Most of the mammals have been introduced. The Forester Kangaroo (Macropus 
tasmaniensis) and Bennett's Wallaby (Wallabia rufogrisea) are very numerous 
and could-posé- a problem in the future. Every day the highlight of our evenings 
was spot-lighting: native water rats (Hydromys chrysogasten) ) around. the jetty. 


Snakes: are very numerous and we Saw one. copperhead ‘(Denisonia superba) 
and two tiger snakes (Notechis ater). during our short stay. 


Maria Island is-only 88.km north. east of Hobart. It can be reached by~ferry: 
from the Louisville Resort,. which is just north of Orford and approximately 
..1.5 hours drive from: Hobart. The island has an. airstrip and planes can be. 
chartered to.the island. 


The Ranger-Naturalists on the island are very - mrampeyant and a credit to the 
_ Tasmania Naticnal Pavks and Wildlife Service. Brochures, pomphlefs , walks, 
activities, talks.and films are available to. visitors. ; ‘ 


‘It really is a great place, Why con't you find out for yourselves, we are” 
sure you: won!’ be dis appointed. 
Wtaeris gerd co cco ect ko ko 
5 a) 
A. STRIKING OCCURRENCE «+ “ 
; By Barbara Salter 


The late afternoon of 24 December, 1984 was mild and overcast, with only a few 
drops of rain. For half an hour, distent thunder rumbled around but this’ 
Seemed to have passed, when suddenly there came a brilliant flash of light, 
instantly followed by a tremendous double thunderciap which made -the~house 
shake. And that was all. I thought that possibly a tree fairly close had been 
struck - three years previously, a Bull Mallee (E. behriana) about 400 m 

” fren’ the house, had been shattered by a edsasens strike which See 
: blew the kitchen light globe. ee, 


On 4 January 1985, the victim was found. My sister, Margaret Watts, and I were 
driving “along a Faniiien track in the Kingower Forest (8 km from home) when 

a tree caught our attention. In an extensive area of Ironbarks- (E, -sideroxylon) 
one tree was standing stripped - ‘bare, pale tan wood shining amidst the 
surrounding black trunks. The tree had. a diameter at base of 30 cm and must 
have been about 12 m high. The Aightning strike had blasted off the bark - 
which was up to 7.5-cn thick - in strips, from mere fragments to lengths 

of 2 m, most remaining intact but some being seduced to a twisted mass of 
fine shreds. The wood looked shiny-smooth but had a granular texture when 
‘stroked; The Crown had been flung off intact. One side branch below the crown 
was untouched and still maintained healthy looking green leaves, but two 
smaller branches below this’ had flown off. A fibrous furrow eneted the course 
of the electrical charge 5. from the south-west base of the trunk, in a ‘Long 
shallow spiral, anti- ‘clockwise, and-becoming deeper and more destructive ‘as 

it rose, to-.the shattered. top where the crown had blasted ‘off, Pieces of bark 
and wood were scattered fur a radius of 35 m. Although’ the trunk lecked fairly 
intact, sharp narrow pieces of wood, up to 2 mor more Long, and many smaller 
strips ,; had burst. off, and were easy to:locate because of their pale bright 
colour, and the ground was quite littered with debris. 

This tree was growing in-a Gommonplace section of forest, not on a ridge, 
surrounded by other Ironbarks, some taller and some smaller - .the nearest two 
were 2:m and 4 m away - and appeared quite insignigicant, except in its fate. 
No electrical storm occurred between 24 December and 4 January, and one must 
assume that the thunderclap which seemed so very close, was the strike 

which hit this tree, 8 km away. 


TRON BARKS. OF THE WHIPSTICK 
by Bill Perry 


Most Whipstick suiigatie may be broadly. caren into. Payee easily 
distinguishable categories. Those with stringy bark which is persistent, 

and thickens with age as does that of the box tree group. Others have: smooth 
gum barks which they. shed annually, although in some species old trees may 
develop a box-type bark at the base of their trunks. The ironbarks fall 
easily into a group of their own. 


Perhaps the most spectacular of Whipstick trees is. the Red Ironbark 
(Eucalyptus sideroxylon) with its thick, black and deeply-furrowed bark, 
which is usually regarded as persistent. However, I have noticed on several 
occasions cases where ironbark trees have shed their bark. This BEE been 
observed in the Whipstick at Shadbolt's picnic ground. : 


On: very’ old trees: the bark thickens to Such: an‘ extent that occasionally 

it sheds much of it, sometimes huge pieces up to three inches thick and 
extending twenty feet or more up the trunk. One can easily see the line where 
this finishes, and usually around the bases of such trees are fairly large 
heaps of fallen bark. Where thick bark has fallen one may see how thin the 
remaining bark is underneath. Young ironbarks start off with a gum bark, and 
over the years it thickens and blackens and as the aeunks Besecuds furrows 

are formed and deepen over the years. 


Perhaps one of the most interesting drives in the Whipstick is down the 
Eaglehawk Rifle Range, across Skinflint Gully near the butts and then 
continuing along Rifle Range Road to Notley's picnic ground. The road crosses 
Over the dam bank in Devils Gully, over low hills and across the historic 
Sardine and Cricketers Gullies. For most of the way this road is flanked by 
tall, straight ironbarks. Although some regard these miles of blackened 
paeaies as gloomy, most know their true worth, and after rain these washed, 
deeply-furrowed trees have an aesthetic charm, long to be remembered. 


Recently I drove some South Australian friends along this road, which they 
regarded as a unique experienee. Apparently E : sideroxylon' does not occur 

niturally in their state. I wonder how many local people appreciate them, 
or realise how fortunate Bendigonians are in having such a fine species 
‘growing so freely in their district? 


A fine specimen of E. sideroxylon in the Whipstick is Rodgers Tree. This. 

huge tree is along Neilborough Road at Swipers Hill a few chains from the 
northern turnoff into Notley's picnic ground (marked by a signpost), and 
growing close to the water race which crosses under the road here. 

Perhaps growing close to such a constant water supply has been to the tree's 
advantage. The site of this tree is clearly marked on the Forest Commission! s 
map of the Bendigo Whipstick Forest Park, 


The late Roy: Rodgers Was a Forest Officer in the Whipstick for many years. 
Some time ago he noticed this fine specimen and marked it down as a tree - 
to be preserved.. We are thankful for his foresight. 


eek kok ek ek 
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THE BAR-T AILED GODWIT, LIMOSA LAPPCNICA, ANEW BIRD FORTHE BENDIGO 
a a ne ge I 
SEWERAGE FARM. by John Berry. 


On Wednesday 23rd January, 1985, while bird watching from the Bird Hide, at 
May Swamp, I noticed a single large wader feeding in a most umusual way. 

It was feeding by rapidly probing the mud with its long slightly upturned bill. 
The most striking features of the bird were its size (Slightly larger than a 
Greenshank), and its long, slightly upturned, bicoloured bill. The wader was 
tentatively identified as a Bar-tailed Godwit, a bird which has not been 
recorded at May Swamp before, so a closer examination of the bird was 

required. The Black-tailed Godwit, which is a similar species, was recorded 

at the Sewerage Farm on 19th February, 1982, by Ray Wallace and Peter Little 
(Whirrakee Vol.3, No. 3, p.6). tt 


From a distance the bill appeared to be an-orangy straw colour near the base 
and black near the tip, but from about 10m the bill was pink at the base and 
gradually changed to black about half way along its length. The Godwit's. 

back was greyish brown and the back and sides of its neck were a light greyish 
brown wash, with'slightly darker streaking which became lighter on the sidés 
of its neck. Its belly was whitish, but there were a few. pale brown spots 
near the under tail-coverts. Its legs were blackish and the rump was whitish, 
as was the prominent eyebrow. The crown of the head was a rufous brown, ° 


streaked with dark brown. 


The Bar-tailed Godwit was not shy, being easy to approach. When it was put to 
flight the take-off was very slow, so that the bird almost stalled in the air, 
as though it had changed its mind about flying away, before: building up some 
speed. In flight the wings appeared greyish, with no obvious wingbars. The 
rump and tail were whitish with barring on the tail. In addition, the bird's 
feet trailed it's tail by about 2 om, a feature which is neither shown nor 
referred to in Pizzey's "Field Guide to the Birds of Australia". The slightly 
upcurved bill, the lack of a wing bar in flight, and the barring on the tail, 
_ easily distinguished this wader from the Black-tailed Godwit: 


On Saturday 26th January I took my wife Marilyn. with me to May Swamp to 
confirm my observation. The Bar-tailed Godwit was still there and was actively 
feeding. Marilyn was able to approach within 10m without flushing the bird, and 
had no doubts as to the birds identity. The bird was still. present on 27th 
January and was observed again on the 9th February by Salli Dearricott, 

Ray Wallace, Bruce Male and myself. However, the bird could not bé located 
when revisiting May Swamp.on the 17th and 24th of February so we must assume 
that it has left the Bendigo district. 


Typically, when feeding, the Bar-tailed Godwit would wade in water almost up 
to its belly and spent a considerable amount of time vigorously probing the 
rich mud below the water by a series of rapid movements with its bill held 
vertically. Attempting to photograph the Godwit was frustrating, because its 
head and bill were always on the move like a sewing machine needle, while its 
body was stretched out horizontally so that, at times, its tail was the 
highest part of its body. A rough count showed that the Godwit would "stitch" 
20 times, or so, with its bill pointing straight down, often with its head 
disappearing into the water before raising its bill clear of the water for 
about a quarter of a second, for a breather, and then repeating the whole 
operation. "Stitching" is used by the Bar-tailed Godwit to locate prey, 
usually a polychaete or worm, living in the mud. 


The Bar-tailed Godwit breeds in the northern hemisphere and is a regular 
migrant to Australia, where it is usually found along the coast. Generally, 
the bird is rarely found inland although it has been recorded at Lake 
Tutchewop (8th November, 1980). The only previous record for the Bendigo 
district was on 14th December, 1975, when Mr.N. Favaloro located a party of 
five Bar-tailed Godwits on Whingee Swamp (The Australian Bird Watcher 
Vol.9, No.8, pages 269-271). 


7. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1985 
are as a 


Little Eagles were seen at Strathfieldsaye and at Inglewood. ; 
At Inglewood'a pair of adult birds were seen, then two days later in the 
same area, an immature bird was seen to take a Peaceful Dove. 


White-browed, and Masked Woodswallows were again noted in. large numbers: over 
a wide area,.Their nesting seems to have. been very successful and.many young 
were seen.on the: wing. eae re aes 

In early January at Inglewood séveral hundred Spine-tailed Swifts were 
observed in company with Woodswallows, Welcome Swallows and Tree Martins 
feeding’ on flying ants. Also at Inglewood, an Owlet Nightjar was heard calling 
on several occasions. At least two Spotted Nightjars were seen at Bradleys 
Eucalyptus. Distillery on Kingower Road. They were observed’ swooping and 
wheeling over the dam, dipping their beaks in for.a drink as-they flew past. 
Two weeks later in the same area two adults and a juvenile were observed 
for some minutes on the ground. Fecal 


A juvenile Nankeen Night Heron was observed by two members late at night in 
Jobs Gully Road, Eaglehawk.. It was standing in the middle of the bitumen 
but flew away strongly enough.when the car came close. 


A young Black-eared Cuckoo was observed over two to three weeks at Maiden 
Gully, being fostered by a male Blue Wren. The power of persuasion that 
the calling of the young cuckoo has; can be illustrated by the observation 
that one morning a female Sparrow was seen feeding it alternately with the 
wren. A young Pallid Cuckoo was observed at Inglewood calling for food 
but no foster parents responded to it. - a 


Japanese Snipe were noted from Strathfieldsaye. These migrant birds have 
been coming every summer to the same area where they feed along the edges . 
of the water race. — 


The Chestnut-tailed Heath Wren was observed at several spots by two members 
during December - early January; Wildflower Drive, Kennington Forest, 

Kairn Road, and South Mandurang. This little bird is moderately common but.. 
is not usually noticed out of the breeding season. , ar ae 


i i . oe 
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NCTE..ON THE. PLUMED WHISTLING BUCK Teen ge 
esc it by Jack Ipseéen 
In the December 1984 issue of Whirrakee, Sister Henderson reported seeing a 


family of ducks which she said resembled the Plumed Whistling Duck. The 
sighting was. made on the Barnadown road, while. travelling to Bendigo. . 


Australian Field Guides show this bird ranging in the North East of 
Victoria, in country bordering the. Murray River. In-my records, I: have seen 
flocks of these ducks in the Cobram district both sides of the Murray 
River, and along the Goulburn River east of Seymour. At’ the outing to © 
Chiltern on 19th-20th January 1985 with the Junior Group of the Bird 
Observers Club, we saw seven. Whistling Ducks in a group on the No. l 
Chiltern Dam, (now a State Park). ieee 


Have any other observers seen this duck about this district? 
Could it be extending its territory? 


8 e a | i ge 
EASTER CAMP’ © ables ing pie see eae wend Saeed wth oatenmermanneny us nnad saver eleanijaranah kn ype 


Date: . Friday 5th April to woay 8th or ppcccey 9th April (according: to. 
~ your work demands). 

Location:Warby Range State Park, just north of Glenrowan. © 

a Wenhams camping area, the only official site in the park for _large 
groups. such as ours. It comprises a large piece of former. farmland 
in the middle of forest. Facilities include pit toilet, two small 
barbeque fireplaces, one large concrete-enclosed fireplace and a 
small tank of fresh water. The camping area showild be well 
sheltered in most weather conditions. There. is plenty of firewood. 


other facilites to be supplied: 
Boiler with tap to supply noe water on the fireplace. hares 
5 ECE weather cover, 


Please bring: 


1. Extra drinking water in case the tank is empty or has been 
vandalised. 

2, A container for washing water. This can be. filled at Tacs Mokoan, 
Black Spring in the park or at several shallow. soaks. near. the, camp 
site (but these may dry up before Easter). You will probably 

_only be able to wash when you go to Lake Mokoan, © 
_ 3, Canoes and kayaks or other craft for use on Lake PELSSEDY, 
4, Waterproof gear (raincoats). 
5. Fishing and yabbying equipment if you want them. 
6. Binoculars, field guides. 
7. Musical instruments. 


Special dinner: 


On oe night of the eam dete Lindner will prepare a special ericren 
casserole dinner in the camp oven. If you wish to partake, please 
bring one cooked chicken per Family» and assorted vegetables. 


Food: and petrol supplies: Glenrowan. ~ 

How to get there: ; 
Tt is about 190 kilometres Been Bendigo to Glenrowan, via Goornong, 
Rushworth, Murchison, Violet Town and Benalla. Once in Glenrowan 
follow the map which is obtainable from John Lindner at the March 
General Meeting (Wednesday 13th). 


Notification: Please let John Lindner know if you will be attending the camp. 
eee eR RAE 
(COUMUBEEE REPORT 27/2/85 


Ab The 1985 Whipstick jesavil porchaae Priorities Submission | is now bomeleced 
and will be forwarded to the appropriate authorities. 


2M Suggestions. are, required for a title for the club 4Oth. anniversary booklet. 


3. Membership subscriptions - there are still a few not paid, Would members 
please check ‘this and help | our treasurer by forwarding as soon as possible. 


4, If there are any members who. would like to attend meetings but do not 
wish to drive at night, would they contact Laurie Leeson on Ph. 43 0521. 
and a ride will be arranged. 


NATIONAL WOODCHIP CAMPAIGN BEGINS 


Decisions will very soon be made which will affect the long- 
term future of large areas of Australia's forests. The 
Commonwealth Government is reviewing the woodchip export 
licences. Its actions will determine the conditions of these 


forests well into the next century. 


Tasmania 


The Tasmanian woodchip licences are being reviewed right now. An environmental 
impact statement (Els) is being prepared and the Commonwealth Government will 


decide what licence conditions to impose, if any, by July 1985. 


There is much at stake. State Reserves contain only 4% of Tasmania's forests, 
and do not adequately protect many species and community types. Forestry 
threatens cool-temperate rainforest, the world's tallest hardwood stands, and 
the state's last unlogged catchment of dry sclerophyll forest. 


The edges of the cherished South West World Heritage area may be ravaged. Logging 
in the Weld, Huon and Picton valleys would devastate views from Federation Peak, 
Mt Anne and Precipitous Bluff. Vistas from the Cradle Mountain overland track 
would be scarred by operations in the Lemonttfyme. Almost a third of Tasmania's 
Wilderness is threatened by forestry: more than was saved in the Franklin 


victory. 


Other States 


wocdchip projects in other states come up for review in successive years after 
Tasmania. First the Eden scheme in south-eastern New South Wales. Next the 
program in Western Australia's karri and marri forests. There is still a 
possibility of woodchipping commencing in far eastern Victoria, which includes 


the famed Errinundra plateau. 


A national strategy 


Conservationists from NSW, Victoria, WA, Tasmania and the ACT attended a 
national woodchip summit late last month. It was agreed unanimously that the 
decision on the Tasmanian woodchip licences would set a precedent for the other 
states. If the Tasmanian licences are renewed without significant restrictions 
and environmental safeguards, there is little hope of success in other states. 
Therefore it was decided that a national Campaign should be launched to 
convince the Commonwealth Government of the need for conditions on the Tasmanian 
licences. Less than seven months remain to achieve this aim. 


PTO, 


Timetable: December 1983 Review of Tasmanian woodchip licences announced. 


December 1984/ Draft EIS released 
January 1985 


January-February Two months public comment period. 
985 


c April 1985 Final EIS submitted to Commonwealth Government, 
and reviewed. 
June/July 1985 Final decision on export licences. 


Strategy 

In a similar fashion to the Franklin campaign we must use two types of 

strategy: 

1. Bring direct pressure to bear on Canberra through lobbying, letters, 
telegrams, etc. 


2. Demonstrate through the media national concern over the woodchip issues. 


Five steps to saving the forests 


Your organisation and your members are urged to do the following, in 
particular the first two tasks. Please: 


1. Write to the Minister for Primary Industry, the Hon. J Kerin, asking him 
to implement policy on woodchip exports (see attachment 2). 


2. Comment on the draft EIS. “EIS response kits" will be available in January 


from the Environment Centres and the contacts listed below. Write to the 


Minister for Home Affairs and the Environment (presently Hon. B Cohen) 
demanding a copy of the draft EIS be placed in your local library. 


3. Inform your membership on the issue. Start by displaying these pages and 
reproducing some or ll of them in your newsletter. 

4. Write letters to major and local newspapers, stressing the national 
importance. Visit newspaper editors to explain the significance of the 


Tasmanian woodchip licences. 

5. Visit your local Federal member and Senators. Again stress the national 
Signiticance of the current Tasmanian review. Tell them the renewal of 
the licences should be conditional on the establishment of the F.A.N. 
reserve proposals. Explain that alternatives to logging the reserve 
proposals exist which maintain jobs in the industry. Mention the ALP 
platform commitments (see attachment 2). 


We look forward to any assistance you can provide. 


Contacts 


Jonathan Miller/Tim O'Loughlin, 102 Bathurst Street, Hobart 7000 
(002) 345566, (002) 343552 


Roger Smith, ACF, 672B Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, 3122. (03) 819 2888. 


BEN DIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


Office bearers for 1984-1985 


PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.. Spring Gully 43 0521 

2 SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors _ .., Sedgwick 39 6254 
- JUWIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner i Burns Sites Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY: > Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSIST ANT SECRETARY Lyn Hamilton Marong Rd. ,.Maiden Gully 49 6224 

T REASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka See OR0225 
EXCURSICN ORGAN ISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
_, LIBRARIN Glenise Moors . Sedgwick. 39 6254 
enn DER OR op enor _ Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. ,Cal. Gully 46 8736 
ASSIS! ANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe BUG JERR SONS) Bibs Bendigo 43 7673 
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Membership’ Of the Bendigo Fiéld Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
+ Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and Children $6. 00. . yw ap gai 
Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00: ~° eee 


General Meetings are held on the second Hoeaadiay of eed month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. ~ 
Meetings start at 7.30 p. Me », and: conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, wless otherwise ‘specified. 
Full day excursions, normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually heid on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in 
a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday. periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups:- Cie! 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday:. Cs the month at the - 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m.;.. . 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 ) 
Secretary: Salli Dearricott Burns St., Spring Gully 41 1113 


The BOTANY GROUP meets onthe fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. ape 
‘the Biology: Lab. , Ae pEEATS! SEIN a pees B. (es A. Eas (unless otherwise 
announced). ©: 

Convenor: Eric whiting, 7 Avian cote, Kennington. HO 5965, 


The CON SERVATION | GROUP meets on the third Tuesday of each month , at 8. 00 Be: Mm. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. fame 
Conyenon:, Chris, Bunn, Averys Rd,, Eaglehawk. 46. 8141.0 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thurs day of the: month, - 

at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. — 
President: Graham’Hill,"31 Curnow’St., Golden Square 42-4016 
aa Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington - 43 4063 


MR & MRS R B ALLEN 


20 HOUSTON ST 


BENDIGO WANE, <a 
- DIARY - 
MEET IN GS a . 
Wed. Mar.13: Peter Ellis will speak on the plant family Rutaceae, with 


special emphasis on Eriosteman verrucosus * coraerten ee 
Wed. April 10 Ian Fenselau will speak on Tete tre history aspects | of bee= 


keeping. 
EXCURSION S 
Sun .Mar.17 Campbells Creek - Castlemaine. 
Meet at 2.0 pm outside S.E.C. building, Mos St. ,Castlemaine 
turn right opposite the turnoff to the Market), where we 
will join Castlemaine F.N.C. members for a visit to White 
Hill, Campbells Creek, and other areas of interest. 
Leaders: Eric Wilkinson (geology), Ern Perkins, C.F.N.C., 
' (botany). 
Easter Camp" Warby Ranges State Park and Killawarra Forest near Glenraran: 
April 5-93 Campsite will be Wenham's. 


Full details are on page 8. 
Sun.April.14 Mt. Hope - Pyramid Hill. 
W/E April W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting at Timboon, 
19-21 . 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Mar.29 NB As April 5 is Good Friday, the "April Meeting" will be 
i: held on March’ 29, at 7.30 pm, Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom, 
Speaker: Med ohn Allen 
Topic: Birds of the Pevensey Marshes, (south coast of England) 
'Bird of the Night : Crested Pigeon. 


Bor ANY GROUP 


Fri.Mar.22 "Plant tissue as seen under the microscope" 
(workshop conducted by Dr.Bill Holsworth). 
Biology Lab. Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E. 7. 30 pm. 


CON SERVATION GROUP 


Tues.Mar.19 7.30 pm at Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves St.,Bendigo where 
a draft reply to the Victorian Conservation Strategy Plan . 
will be considered, prior to a joint meeting with the 

Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

Thurs.Mar.21 7.30 pm at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 
COMMITT EE. MEET ING 

Wed. .Mar.27 8.0 pm at Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves Stes Bendigo. 


